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PIERCE, franklin (1804-1869), an
American statesman, the fourteenth President
of the United States. His administration
was notable for the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise and the birth of the Republican
party—the party that was destined to shape
the nation's policies for many years after-
ward. The Missouri Compromise, passed in
1820 and designed to set a limit to the exten-
sion of slavery in the states, became inopera-
tive in Pierce's administration by the passage
of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. As a result,
the slavery issue was reopened, and the nation
was plunged into a controversy that ended
in civil war.
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Franklin Pierce was born at Hillsborough,
N. H., on November 23,1804. He was the son
of a man who had fought as an officer in the
Revolutionary War and had served two
terms as governor of New Hampshire.
Franklin attended Bowdoin College from
1820 to 1824, and
formed there a nota-
ble friendship with
Nathaniel Haw-
thorne. After his
graduation he studied
law, and in 1827 was
admitted to the
bar. His inclinations,
however, led him to
enter political life,
and between 1829
and 1832 he was four
times elected by the
Democrats to the FRANKLJN PIERCE
New Hampshire legislature, being speaker
for two terms. In 1832 he was sent to the
national House of Representatives, retaining
his seat in the election of 1834. Pierce had
the honor of being the youngest member of
the United States Senate when the NeT9
Hampshire voters elected him to that body
in 1837. He was then but thirty-three years
of age.
The young Senator from New Hampshire
became an associate of such eminent political
leaders as Webster, Calhoun and Clay, but
though he did not equal them as a national
figure, he created a good impression by his
independence and sincerity. Pierce was an
honest supporter of the Jackson and Van
Buren policies, but lie refused to uphold the
doctrine, "to the victor belong the spoils/'
inaugurated in Jackson's administration.
Resigning from the Senate in 1842. he took
 up law practice, and for five years remained
out of politics, though several offices of im-
portance were tendered him. When the Mexi-
can War became a certainty he volunteered as
a private. President Polk soon commissioned
him a colonel, and later made him brigadier-
general of volunteers, after which he helped
in the fighting at Contreras and Churubusco.
Between 1848 and 1862 Pierce engaged in
law practice at Concord, N. H., and as he did
not identify himself with any of the factions
of his party, the Democrats looked upon him
as a safe candidate for the Presidency. The
convention which nominated him adopted a
resolution pledging the party to carry out
faithfully the Compromise of 1850. In the
election Pierce won over the Whig candi-
date, General Scott, by an electoral vote of
254 to 42.
His Administration. The passage of the
Kansas-Nebraska Bill, early in 1854, was the
first important event touching on domestic
policies. It embodied the pet theory of
Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois that
new territories should decide the slavery
question for themselves. This squatter sover-
eignty doctrine, as it was called, had a de-
moralizing effect that would have been fore-
seen by a broader-visioned man than Presi-
dent Pierce. It made Kansas a bloody battle-
ground and stirred public passions to a high
pitch. Bitter speeches were made in Con-
gress, and the North was roused to a frenzy
by a brutal attack on Senator Charles Sum-
ner by Representative Preston S. Brooks of
South Carolina. In the midst of the storm
and stress the Republican party held its first
national convention in Philadelphia, in June,
1856.
President Pierce, aided by his efficient
Secretary of State, William Lu Marey of New
York, pursued a vigorous foreign policy
throughout his administration. In 1853 Cap-
tain Ingraham of the United States steamship
Saint Louis forced Austrian authorities to
release Martin Koszta, an Hungarian refugee
who had previously sought protection in the
United States, but had returned to Europe
before complying with all the formalities of
naturalization. The favorable attitude with
which the administration regarded Ingra-
ham's action was characteristic of the Presi-
dent's attitude on all matters touching Amer-
ican dignity.
In 1853 the Mexican boundary question
was settled by the G-adsden Purchase, and in

